SATYAGRAHA AND ITS ORIGIN IN SOUTH AFRICA
it was found impossible, since no protective reservations
had been embodied in the Transvaal constitution, to inter-
fere with a Colony enjoying self-government, and the Bill
became law. Accordingly, the oath taken by the Indian
community came into operation, after due notice to the
Government. Thus was born the Satyagraha movement,
which continued for the next seven years, with occasional
suspension.
In his contribution above referred to, General Smuts,
in self-defence, says: /I must frankly confess that his
(Gandhi's) activities at that time were very trying to me.
Together with other South African leaders I was then busily
engaged on the task of welding the old colonies into a unified
State, of consolidating the administration of the new
national structure, and of creating out of what was left after
the Boer War, a new nation. It was*a colossal work which
took up every moment of my time. Suddenly, in the midst
of all these engrossing preoccupations, Gandhi raised a most
troublesome issue.' But that does not exonerate the dis-
tinguished South African statesman for the several times
when he failed to fulfil his and his Government's formal
pledges to Gandhi and the Indian community, when politics
triumphed over statesmanship,
It is of interest here to note that Gandhi's second visit
to England during the Satyagraha campaign took place at
the time when Generals Botha and Smuts were there to
conduct the negotiations with the British Government
which resulted in the acceptance of the Union constitu-
tion by the British Parliament. Writing later of its true
character, he expressly recognized the independent charac-
ter of Dominion status, as evidenced by the position of South
Africa under its new constitution. 'South Africa obtained
full self-government. ... It is no exaggeration to say that
South Africa is completely independent, The British
Empire cannot receive a single farthing from South Africa
without the consent of its Government. Not only that,
but British ministers concede that if South Africa wishes to
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